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Women and Anthropologists in West
Africa: Comparing Two Research
Experiences

Ester Botta Somparé and Mara Vitale

Introduction

When we first met, at the beginning of our Ph.D. among the books of
the Ecole des Hautes Etudes en Sciences Sociales, School of Advanced
Studies in the Social Sciences (EHESS) library in Paris, we spent a lot
of time talking abour our research, especially focusing on methodology.
We were curious about our respective ways to cope with fieldwork, our
strategies to work difficulties out, our daily ‘African life.” We realised
that our gender played a crucial role in the fieldwork, even though, as
aoted by other women anthropologists (Journet-Diallo 1999: Monjaret
=t Pugeaulr 2014), other personal characteristics, such as age, origin and
marital status were contributing to shape the ethnographic relations
with our interlocutors. In this chapter, through the lens of our own
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